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AII ages 18 years and over 

Subject Numbe Percent Numbe Percent 
I I 

Main I Search I Feedback I FAPs I Glo 

~~~ 

RACE 

Total population 

White 
Black or African American 
American Indian and Alaska Native 

One race 

A_;_.. 

1,821 100.0 1,382 100.0 
1,816 99.7 1,377 99.6 
1,389 76.3 1,071 77.5 

403 22.1 289 20.9 
7 0.4 6 0.4 
1 " l  1 n i  - 0 , 0 1 1  

Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander 
Some other race 

Two or more races 

I .  ". . 
2 0 1  1 0 1  

14 0.8 9 0.7 
5 0.3 5 0.4 

(X) Not applicable 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000 Redistricting Data (Public Law 94-171) Summary File, 

Matrices PLI. PL2. PL3. and PL4. 

http://facitinder.census.gov/bfl lang=en vt  name=DEC 2000-PL U QTPL geo_id=l6000L. 1/3/2003 - _  - - - -~ 
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QT-PL. Race, Hispanic or Latinp, and Age: 2000 
Data Set: Census 2000 Redistricting Data (Public Law 94-171) Summary File 
Geographic Area: Tybee Island city, Georgia 

NOTE: For information on confidentiality protection. nonsampling error, and definitions. see 
http Illactfinder census govlhomelenidatanoteslexppiu html. 

( X )  Not applicable 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau. Census 2000 Redistricting Data (Public Law 94-171) Summary File, 

Matrices PL1, PL2, PL3. and PL4. 

http:lifacI~nder.census.gov/bf/ Iang=en~vt-name=DEC-2000 PL-U-QTPL geo id=l600' 12/11/2002 
- -  - ~ 
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P27 PLACE OF WORK FOR WORKERS 16 YEARS AND OVER--PLACE LEVEL [SI - Universe 
Workers 16 years and over 
Data Set Census 2000 Summary File 3 (SF 3) - Sample Data 

U.S. Census Bureau 
Census 2000 

Standard ErrorNariance documentation for this dataset: 
AccJracj of the Dara Gens-s 2000 SLrnrnary F e 3 (SF 31 - Sarnpe Data (PDF 141 5KBj 

liLtp://factfinder.census.gov/servlet/DTTable?~ts=57673 890863 1211 112002 
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UNlTED 5 TATES &2 POSTAL SERVICE 

Post Off ice locator porrered bySwitchboWdd' 

. .  . .  . 

Tybee Island, 102 S Campbell Ave. Tybee Island. GA 31328 P'nr'Aorr's' 

Regular Business Hours: 
Monday 08:30AM-O4:30PM 
Tuesday 08:30AM-O4:30PM 
Wednesday 08:30AM-I2:30PM 
Thursday 08:30AM-O4:30PM 
Friday 08:30AM-O4:30PM 
Saturday 10:00AM-01:00PM 

Latest Collection at Post Office: 
Week Days 05:OOPM 
Saturday 03:OOPM 

Phone: 912-786-9632 
For TTY service for the hearing impaired only, 1-877-877-7833. 

iittp://1~iapsonus.switchboard.com/bin/maps-showpoi/usr=-3df/7567.c4219.2777.5/c=2/refs 12/11/2002 
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Mapclicking will:IZOOm In A 
Problems printing? Get a Printable Map. 

Plan Route to this listing from the following address 

Fill in some or all of the fields below. [Explain Addresses] 
Street Address 

(e g , 600 Mountain Ave, or Mountain Ave 8 South SI, 01 
Mountain Ave) 

City' State ftybee island, GA .%code: ~ 

(e.9 , Murray Hi//, NJ 07974, or Murray Hi//, NJ. or 0797. 
orjust NJ) 

Pimr Rourr > 

b You can find other addresses using: 
Business Yellow Pages 
Type of Business View Lis1 

Business Name 

Residential White Pages 

First Name 7 
LastName 1- 

city city 

Maps 8 mules by Maps On us for lhe United Slates Postal Service 
Map d a b  copyright Tele Atlas North America. Inc, 1984.2002. use subject to license agreement 

espariol - site map - contact us - FAQs - search - keywords 
Copyrighi 0 1999.2002 USPS All Rights Reserved Terms of Use Privacy Policy 

hrtp://n~apsonus.switchboard.com/bin/maps-showpoi/usr=-3d~7567.c42 19.2777.5/c=2/re ... 12/1 112002 
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City State / ZIP Code Associations 

To find the ZIP Code for amailing address, check out OUT Z1P+4 Code Lookup. 
Quealions and Comment5 I Return to ZIP Code Lookup and Address Information 

- 

TYBEE ISLAND GA 
i s  ascocizted w i t h  Lhe For t t i o s e  ZIP Codes, ZIP Code 
follo;4ing ZIP Codes: the c i . t y  name is: Type 

31328 ACCEPTABLE (DEFAULT)  STANDARD 

. .. . ... . .. . . ~ .-. . - .. .. . . . . .. ... . . . .. . . 

Version 5.0 Database 12/2002 
Copwighr 0 1997.2002 United Stoles Postal Service. All rights reseived. 

Dewloped hy lhr USPS Nationril Cuslomei- Support Cenler 

http://www.usps.com/cgi-bin/zip4/ctystzip2 1211 1/2002 

http://www.usps.com/cgi-bin/zip4/ctystzip2


Tybcc Home Page Page 1 of 1 

Historic Tybee Island 
by Katherine D. Ferreira 

I 1 

Fort 
Screven 

The Tybee Island Resort Era 

* Tybee Island Image Catalog 

Sabnnnah Images Pro jec t  

Tbe images in this data s i te  are the property of the Tybee Historical Society. Permission to 
reproduce these images for any purpose, including academic o r  commercial publication, must be 
obtained in advance and in writing from the Tybee Historical Society. Copyright infringements 

are not the responsibility of Armstrong Atlantic State University. 

http:/lwww.sip.armstrong.cdu/Tybec/Tybccindex.h tml 1/2/2003 
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Early History of Tybee Island 

' I ' lic origin o f  t h e  niiinc "'I'yhcc", according to  niost historians. t lcr ivcs from the Na t i ve  Amer i can  
t:uchcc I n d i a n  word fo r  "salt" , wh ich  \vis hut one of  thc m a n y  n a t u r a l  resources f o u n d  on ' lyhec. 

l a n y  f lags have flown o v e r  T!.bce. ' l h e  f i r s t  o f w h i c h  was  Spain's. In 1520, Lucas V:isqucz de 
Ayllon liiid c la im l o  T?;bce lslantl i is p a r t  ol'Spain's "1,s F lo r ida"  wh ich  cxtcndetl f r o m  the 
Ihhanias to N w a  Scotiii. 

In 1605, [lie French were drawn to 'Tybcc in search oiSassafras ronts, wh ich  at tlic t imc  were  
considered by l ru ropcans to hc B rn i raclc cure. The Spanish would  tight (he l r e n c h  in ii naval  
h t t l c  j u s t  o f f  the shore c ~ f ' ' l ~ I ~ c c  Island to rega in  control o v e r  the area. 

Spain  would he forced to give up their cliiiin l o  'lyhec and other extremit ies due t o  super ior  
French iind Ur i t i sh  settlcmcnts. In 1733. General .lames Oglcthorpe and ;I handful o f  settlers cainc 
to the ar ra .  ' l 'hc f i r s t  sctt lcincnts were cstahl ishcd on 'l'yhee Island hy Oglethorpe to check out 
watcr passagcs from the cast. Tybcr Is land was considered cxlrcmcly i m p o r t a n t  to the 
development and future ot 'Satannah and the colony because of ' i ts locat ion i t t  the m o u t h  o f  the 
Savannah River.. Tybee settlers built a for1 a t  one o f  the sct t len~ents to insure con t ro l  over access 
to the  r i v e r ,  and Ogle lhorpc  ordcrttl ;I l ighthoiiac constl-uctctl 10 mark the entrance to  the r i v c r  in 
1736. 'l'ybce wits one o f  t t ic  sat r l l i tc  sctt lcmcnts estahlishcd by Oglethorpe. ~l'licsc scttlcriicnts were  
:I "tlcfcnsc screcn" around Savannah. They stretched f r o m  positions up and down the Savannah 
K i v c r  and  the Ogccchcc Kivcr. 

'I'ybcc 1sl:ind would play a s igni f icant  role th roughout  (;corgis and U.S. histoiy,  inc lud ing the 
Itcvolutionar!. \war w h c n  Tybec s e i ~ c d  ;is the st;iging area fo r  F rench  i i d r n i r a l  O'Kstaing's ill- 
I'iitcd 177') "Siege ol' Savannah." 

During the War ~ l '  1812, the British used the Tyhce Island Lighthouse as a signal tower  to w a r n  
Savsnnah o f  a possible ;ittack. 'l'hough no such a t tack  took  place, a "Rlarte l lo ' l o w e r "  was 
constructed on 'l'yhcc to prov ide  pro tec t ion in guard ing  the Savannah River. 

13)' tlic outbreak o f  the C i v i l  W a r ,  'I'ybcc would again play ;in impork;lnt m i l i t a r y  role in U.S. 
history. I:irst Confederates occupied t l i c  Island. In 1)eccoil)cr 1861, the Kehcl forces would 
w i t h d i x r r  to F o r t  I 'nlaski under orders f r om Itohcrt IC. I.cc. 1.lnion forces under the Conimand of 
Qii incy M a i n s  Gi l l no re  took con t ro l  of' Tybce and hcgan const ruc t ing cannon hai tcr ies on  the 
westside o f ' r y h c c  fac ing Fort I'ulaslii about onc mi le  ;way. On April I I ,  1862, those cannon 
b:lttcries ~ v o n l d  f ire a new wcapon ciillcd "rifled cannon" a t  Fort I'ulaski and change forever the 
way the world protected i t s  coastal areas. 

'I'VI3EE MAIN PAGE 
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Tybee Island Light Station 

I'he impor tance a f a  l ighthouse on l ' yhec  Island was understood from the earliest days of 
cst i lbl ishing the I%r i t i \h  colony o f  Georgia in 1733. I ' n t l e r  the  d i rec t ion  o f  Noble .Jones o f  
Wornisloc l'lantation, w o r k  hcgan on t h c  f i r s t  l ighthouse built on 'l'ybee Is land. Comple ted in 
1736 and riiatlc of wood, the f i r s t  l ighthouse stood ninety feet tii l l  and was reported to be the tallest 
building of its h i n d  in America.  

l~nforlunately,  lhc  f i r s t  'l'yhce l ighl l iouse wa$ constructed too closc tn  the shore and was 
thrcwtcnctl by beach crosion. Work began on a new l ighthouse just before a Severe s tor in  washed 
the f i r s t  onc away in August of  1741. A new slnnc and wood t ower  was completed in March  of 
1742. h t h i r l > - f no t  tlagpolc w a s  ;idded to the  ninety- foot tower m a k i n g  the  signal one hundred a n d  
rwcnt! four feel tall. Acco rd ing  To (;enera1 Oglcthorpc, the s t ruc ture  "was much the best building 
0 1  its kind." 

l'hc sccond ' l 'ybce lighthousc, l i ke  the f i r s t  onc \\as constructed too closc to the At lan t ic  Ocean and 
wah threatened with destruct ion. In  1768, ii lhird l ighthouse was built. A site f u r the r  awqy from 
the nccau was sclccted a n d  (he third 'I'ybcc 1,iglrtliouse bu i l t  o f  h r i c k  w i t h  i n te r i o r  wooden stairs 
and landings was conip leted in 1773 a n d  stood one hundred feet tall. In 1790, t he  l r n i t ed  States 
1,ighthousc Est;ihlishmcnt op r ra t cd  t h e  Tj bce Lighthouse. 

I n  1857, a second orde r  (eight foot ta l l )  f'rcsncl lcnsc was  instal led in the l an tern  room o f  the  
l ighthouse. T h e  lens greatly increased the effectiveness o f  the l i gh t  w i t h  the prism. ' l h e  light 
produced was so h r i l l i s n t  and so concerned the C'onfedcratcs a t  Fort Pu lask i  in 1861, tha t  
vn1untcci.s were sent over to hurn the wooden stairs and landings in the Lighthouse to prevent its 
usc hj, ; ipproaching Federal  forces. 'l'he l ' n i o n  troops, w h i c h  occupied Tybec Island. repa i red  the 
damage antl used ttrr tower ti) watch  rchel forces at Fort I'ul;bsl<i until i t s  sur render  in 18b2. 

I n  1866, a neb\ h r i c k  and cast i r o n  l ighthousc fo r  TJ bee was authorkcd. T h e  lower  sixty feet of the 
1773 Tybce  L i g h t  were  used ;is the fount la l ion o f  the fourth Tyhec 1,ight. N ine ty- four  fwt were 
added and a nine-foot tall Yirst  Order Fresnel lcmds HBS installed. 'Ihc Light was one hundred and 
fifty-four feet tall, W B S  rc-classified a s  a nia,jor a id  to navigat ion. a n d  requ i red  three keepers to 
operate the light station. T h e  new light w a s  di$plaj'ctl f o r  the  f i r s t  l i m e  on October I ,  I867 and 
c(JUid Iw seen l o r  over  eighteen mi les out to sea. 

In  1033, the fuel for the l ight l iousc was converted froin kcroscnc to electr ic i ty and there was no 
longer a nrctl l o r  thrcc l icepers t i t  tlic ' l ~ y b c e  Island I,iglitliousc, a n d  George .Iacltson hccamc the 
only l ighthouse kccpe r  at Tyhcc. In  1939, the  I l n i t c d  States Coast C;uard t o o k  over the opera t ion  
of  Amer ica 's Lighthouses antl occupied 1 ' ~ h e c  I.ight Stat ion until 1987 when the age and increased 
cost of maintaining thc 'l'yhcc 1,ight St:ilion forced t he  <:OaSt G u a r d  to rCkJci3k to ~ O C l i S p U ~  
Is land. 

Thc T' j  hcc I s land Light Stat ion is  (inc o f  Imcrira's most  in tac t  Light stations, h a v i n g  a l l  of i ts  
histor ic  support bu i ld ings  s t i l l  n u  i t s  f ive-acre site. 'l'hc Ilead Itccpcr's and f i r s t  Assistant Keeper's 
Iiousc or ig ina l l y  exhih i ted a un ique s h l e  of archi tecture k n o w n  a s  "stick style." 'l'he ornate  tr im 
a n d  contrast ing \ ,cr t ica l  a n d  horirontal sid ing has heeri covered up hy Cloast <;uard renovations. 
The Tyhec Island I l i s t o r i ca l  Society has begun a restorat ion campaign, w h i c h  will return the 

http://www.sip.armstrong.edu/Tybee/TybeeLi~htStation.html 1/2/2003 
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th cnt irc light station to its historic earl! 20 

Tlic T!,hce Isl;intf Lighthouse is opened lo  Ihc  public s i x  days a wcek. Visitors will enjoy thc w'alk 
around thc s i lo  and up into the lighthouse to  pct a birds-cyc view o f lybce  Island, <;corgis. 

century character. 

TYBEE MAIN PAGE 

Text taken from a p;implilcl put)lirhctl by fhr -1.r hec Island Ilistorical Society 
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Fort Screven 

D u r i n g  Wi l l i an i  McKinley's adrr i inistral inn, the  nat ion \\.as being inextr icably d r a w n  in to  a war 
;\gainst Spain w c r  i t s  treaimcnl of  the ~ C O ~ I C  (if Cuha. Condi t ions were  ahysnial and the plight of  
the ('ulxins at t racted tlic sympathies of' the Aincr iean pcople. 

<;eorgia's coastal ilelense i rnprovcnicnls  were aceeleratctl as tsar approacliet.l. Fort Serevcn was 
ordered h i l t  on the n o r t h  end of' l 'yhec Island to p rov idc  B i no rc  lnodcrn system ot'scaeoast 
dcfcnzcs. Fort i f icat ions wcrc  eonstructct l  to guard tlie entrances t o  Sawnnah, Darien, Urunswick, 
:id St. M a r y ' s .  All hul one of' thrrc w e r r  tcmporarv,  t ieing abantloned soon a f te r  the Spanish- 
An ic r i can  W a r  ended. O n l y  b'ort Scrcucn on the r i t i r lh  end o f  'lyhec Is land remained an  active 
nii1it:ii-y post u n t i l  1947. 

In i t ia l l y ,  the f o r t  was i n fo rma l l y  called 1;ol-t Tyhee, then ('iimp Graham. On April 27, 1899, a 
president ial  p roc lamat ion  changed the ni tme to Fort Screven in honor o f  General Joseph Screven, 
a Kevolutionoi) War hero  who was k i l l ed  in act ion near Midway ,  C;rorgia, in 1778. The gun 
haltcrics thal wcre a par1 of the fort were  nanlctl to honor America's war heroes. 

F r o m  I807 to 1947, l o r t  Sercvcn was ail i n tegrs l  part o f  America's coastal defense systein. Troops 
t r i l ined antl stood guard on ' I 'yhc~~ Is land ilirough tlic Spanish-Amer ican War o f  IX!& World War  
I ,  iind World \+jar II. In 1917 the liort was clos& and sold to the town of'Iy11cc. 

In 1961, Haller?; Carliintl (he formcr gun bat tery and magazine f o r  a lwc lvc- inch  long-range gun 
hccarne tlie Tyhec Iluseum. Itociriis wh ich  once dored s ix-hundred pound projectiles antl tno- 
hundred pound bags o f  gunpowder  now hold the collections and exhibi ts o f  ovcr four-hundred 
years ofl 'yhcc 1sl;ind histor?. 

-1Y13Elr IlAI3 1'A2<;15 

1/2/2003 
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The Tybee Resort 
I I 

built on piers for both air circulation and protection against storm surges. Cottages of this 
style were typically occupied only during the summer months. 

r 
This is a postcard showing the Pavilion at Tybee Beach during the 1940’s. Many couples 

spent the evening at the pavilion dancing to the music of Tommy Dorsey and other popular 
bands of this time. Toward the back of the Pavilion, there was a large bar, dance floor, and a 

http://www.sip.armstrong.edulTybee/Resort. html 1/2/2003 
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bowling alley. Rocking chairs surrounded the porch of the pavilion inviting visitors to relax 
and enjoy the ocean breeze. 

.. . .  . .. .. ... . . ~. .~ . .. .. . .. 

'l'ybee Main Page 
Savannah Images Project 
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~&Island Weather CondWons &1.tdi49:28a I Zrl1@2: Tamperal 

N - Click lighthouse below f o r  more info. 

YCouncil Agenda YCurrent Weather Page 
YLatest  Marine Forecast 

Y R i p  Currents 
WTIbE CHARTS 

YCouncil Meetings 

YCounciI Minutes 

WAnimol Leosh Low 
'WFrequently Asked Questions on Building/Zoning 

12/11/2002 http:l/www.cit yoftybee.org/ 
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The region o f  the state in which Tybee Island is located is steeped in history. Colonial 
settlers were in and around savannah from the early 1700's. However, Tybee Island 
itself represents a harsh environment in which weather has limited development and 
preservation over the years. 
The name tybee is  thought to  be derived from an Indian word meaning salt meadow. 
Centuries ago, Tybee Island was part  o f  the Gaulle kingdom of  Indians who lived on the 
seven large barrier islands stretching from Cumberland island t o  tybee. Tybee was later 
a camping ground for local Yamacraw Indian families from the savannah area who 
Oystered, fished, and collected salt on the island. 

I n  1520, a Spaniard named Francisco Gordillo landed on tybee. He was apparently on a 
slave hunting expedition, upon leaving; he left a knife and a rosary on the island. 
Hernandez Desoto's 1540 expedition found these items on tybee while they were 
charting the island. I t  is  interesting t o  note tha t  a great deal o f  contemporary 
archeological work is  finding more extensive evidence o f  Spanish settlement on the 
Georgia barrier islands than was previously suspected. 

For the next two centuries, tybee was used as an occasional landing and supply point by 
Indians and Spanish, French, and British expeditions. I t  was declared a par t  o f  the 
trustee's colony o f  Georgia in 1733. According t o  church records, john Wesley held his 
f i r s t  prayer service on the American continent on Estill hammock in 1736. During the 
same year, a lighthouse was built on the north end of Tybee Island. I t  was built on 
cedar piles wi th  a brickwork base; it was 25 fee t  square a t  the base and 90 f ee t  high. 
I t  employed a whale oil lamp t o  alert shipping t o  the presence o f  the island and the 
nearby mouth of the savannah river. 

During the era of plantation agriculture along the coast, Tybee Island was used as a 
dueling ground by south Carolinas who sought to  a void their state's anti-dueling laws. 
British soldiers constructed For t  Tybee in the 1750s where For t  Screven now stands. 
When the British occupied savannah during the revolutionary war, loyalists settled on 
tybee and carried out a lucrative trade wi th  the passing merchant ships. The Americans 
staged a small boat attack on the island one night, and burned the Tory settlement. I n  
1782, tybee became a staging area f o r  British loyalists who were emigrating from 
Georgia t o  Canada and the west Indies. 

http:l/www .c i  tyoftybee.org/HISTORY&CAMS/hisiory.htm 1211 112002 
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I n  1804, a great hurricane leveled all of  the structures on Tybee Island as well as a 
two-story For t  on adjacent cockspur island. No further military construction was 
attempted on the island until 1829 when work on For t  Pulaski was begun. Robert e. lee 
was one o f  the military engineers who worked on the Fort's design and construction. Thc 
island was largely a seasonal fishing and camping ground. Another great hurricane hit 
the island in 1854, a storm tha t  was so strong tha t  it permanently changed the course 
o f  several local creeks. 

A f te r  the war, tybee lay dormant. Dr. James P. Screven bought most of the island, 
and a f te r  his death, large lots were surveyed and sold. An 1875 subdivision map 
prepared by Charles G. Platen shows tha t  90 percent o f  the island was owned by the 
f ive persons: Joseph Tatnell, Katherine Mutryne, J. Young, Mary Farley, and the 
Screven estate. I t  is supposed that small t racts along the tybee roads (savannah river) 
were owned by river pilots and their  crews. 

I n  1875, the united states government purchased 138 acres of the island f rom the 
Screven estate and individual landholders. The For t  Screven community was established 
and was t o  continue under military government until 1946, when it turned over t o  the 
municipal government o f  savannah beach. 

I n  the late 1800s settlement occurred along the riverfront. A wharf was built, and 
steamboat service was begun. Tybee then began i t s  growth as an ocean-beach resort. 
As early as 1883, a railroad had been planned t o  serve the island. The tybee railroad 
company began laying the bed, but it failed financially. The effort  then was reorganize1 
as the savannah and Atlantic railroad. The railroad was completed and sold t o  the 
central railroad, which operated it until 1933, when the new U.S. highway 80 made 
railroad passage t o  tybee obsolete. 

The last great hurricane t o  come ashore a t  tybee did so in 1898, a t  which time the 
island was covered and sustained major damage t o  80  percent o f  i t s  structures. There 
was also significant loss of life during this storm. Paradoxically, as shown from studies 
done by Martha Griffin (Georgia department of natural resources) and by frank poesy 
and wade Seyle (u.s. army corps o f  engineers), the island's land mass had enlarged 
appreciably through 1900,despite the serious storms. However, the island's beaches 
have eroded steadily from 1925 t o  the present. Millions of dollars have been used fo r  
erosion protection, and it is expected tha t  millions more will be necessary in an attempt 
t o  maintain the islands present physical boundaries. 

There remain a t  least three particularly important historic landmarks on the island. 
They are the tybee lighthouse and museum, Fort Screven, and the fresh air home. All 
three contribute t o  Tybee's historic culture. All three warrant protection in the plannin! 
process. 

1211 1/2002 
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Inventory and analysis of historic resources 

The tybee lighthouse is the oldest and tallest lighthouse in Georgia. I n  1773, a 100- 
foot tall Daymark tower was erected t o  aid ship traff ic along the eastern seaboard and 
savannah river. During the civil war, confederate troops destroyed the upper levels of 
the tower t o  hinder union advances. The present lighthouse was built in 1867 stop the 
1773 foundation. I t  is 154 feet tal l  and constructed of brick and metal. I t  WQS 

converted from oil t o  electricity in 1933, using a single bulb of 1.000 watts. Light 
through the 10 foot  Fresnel lens can be seen from 18 miles out a t  sea. There are a 
total  of six historic buildings on the Tybee Island lighthouse site, the oldest being the 
kitchen (circa 1812). Other buildings on the sites include the oil house and the keeper's 
cottage. 

Fort  Screven was established on march 19, 1898. The For t  was originally called camp 
graham. On April 27, 1899, a presidential proclamation changed the name t o  Fort  
Screven in honor o f  brigadier general James Screven; a revolutionary war hero was 
killed in action near midway church on November 24, 1778. Used during the Spanish- 
American war, For t  Screven was a link on Georgia's coastal defense system designed t o  
guard the entrances to  savannah, Darien, Brunswick, and sty. Mary's. I t  remained an 
active post until 1945. The major components of For t  Screven include: 

%?Battery garland 
MBot tery brumby 
WBattery backups 
WBattery Gantt 
WBattery Habersham 
%?Officers row 

(click on battery garland for more info) 

Community house. 
After world war ii, the government closed Fort  Screven, and the houses and other 
property were sold. Several of the structures on Fort Screven have been adapted fo r  
modern day use. Battery garland is currently the home o f  the Tybee Island museum. 
Batteries Gantt, Habersham and a portion o f  brumby, are now privately owned. 
The fresh air home was founded and established by Miss Nina Anderson Pope fo r  the 
purposes of increasing health and happiness of disadvantaged children. Miss Pope was 
the founder and the f i rs t  president of the Froebel circle, the organization responsible 
for supporting the home through donations and gifts. Established on one rented floor Of 
a cottage in 1898, the home was originally a convalescent home tha t  could accommodate 
50 children. I t  expanded t o  i t s  current location a t  900-butler avenue in 1929 and now 
provides a vacation f o r  approximately 100 children every two weeks during the summer. 
There are no historic commercial districts on Tybee Island, but  there is  one historic 
residential district, ft. Screven. Nine two-story homes were built on officers' row t o  
provide housing fo r  the ranking offices and their families. They were constructed of 

http://www.ci tyoftybee.orglHISTORY&CAMS/history.htm 1211 1/2002 

http://www.ci


History Page 4 of 5 

cypress and pine and raised above ground level on brick and granite piers. The homes 
were built on a crescent shaped Berm, which provided protection from erosion while 
providing a good view o f  the Atlantic shoreline. Today the houses are privately occupied 
and maintained. The exterior o f  the buildings has been changed l i t t le  since the 
occupation era of For t  Screven, and they have retained much of their historic charm. 
Rural resource areas on tybee consist o f  two community parks and the extensive 
marshlands. Jaycee and memorial parks are the two  community parks that provide 
recreational opportunities f o r  residents and visitors t o  Tybee Island. The parks provide 
desirable undeveloped open space. 
Equipped wi th  playground equipment and picnic facilities for the use and enjoyment o f  
the community. The marshes provide important fishing and other outdoor recreational 
activity. 
Tybee Island has an immense spray o f  archaeological and cultural sites. Included in i t s  
collection are: 

!&?Martello tower 
!&?Central of Georgia railroad 
WThe old lighthouse 
!&?Tybee Island pier and pavilion 
!&?Lazaretto 
!&?Civil war union batteries 

Located a t  the north end of Tybee Island, the Martello tower was built f o r  the united 
states government by Isaiah davenport of savannah in the early 1820's. I t  was one o f  
six towers constructed along the Atlantic coast as part  o f  a coastal defense system. 
However, none of the Martello towers were ever used in an engagement against enemy 
forces. By the time of the civil war, the tower had deteriorated considerably. I n  a 
le t ter  written by john Screven on January 13, 1861, he described the tower as a tabb 
and wood structure 24 feet wide a t  the base, 34 feet tall w i th  the walls that were 11 
feet, 6 inches thick a t  the base. Many of the wood supports had rot ted away, but the 
tabby walls were in sound condition. The land occupied by the tower was included within 
Fort  Screven. I t  was destroyed just  prior t o  world war I on orders o f  the united state. 
government. Today there are only archaeological remains of the Martello tower. 
I n  1887, the savannah and Atlantic railroad was completed t o  Tybee Island. I t  was 
bought by the central of Georgia railway in 1890 and continued under this management 
until the tybee railroad was abandoned in 1933. Probably more than any other thing, 
the railroad made Tybee Island was the greatest seaside resort in Georgia by making 
the island easily accessible t o  everyone. The line ran 14 miles from savannah t o  tybee 
and required about a one-hour ride t o  complete. Completion o f  U.S. highway 80 in June 
1923 was the beginning o f  the end f o r  the tybee railroad. Business declined, and 10 
years later the line was abandoned. Much o f  the old railroad grade st i l l  exists today. 
I n  1991 the Chatham county rails into trails committee began efForts t o  convert a 
portion o f  the abandoned railroad grade into a multi-purpose hiking and bicycle trail. 
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O f  all the piers and pavilions built on tybee, Tybrisa was the largest and best known. 
The central o f  Georgia railway operated it. The Tybrisa company purchased the pavilion 
from central o f  Georgia in 1924. A f i r e  in 1967 destroyed the pavilion, I t  was not 
rebuilt until 1996197 by use o f   YO sales tax  monies appropriated by Chatham county. 
The remaining support poles from the pier were removed as a public safety measure, 
and today there is  l i t t le remaining physical evidence of Tybrisa. Just north of 16th 
street, the approach entrance t o  Tybrisa can st i l l  be seen. 
Lazaretto was a small settlement established near lazaretto creek during the colonial 
period as a quarantine station. The name lazaretto is an I tal ian word meaning "pest 
house." ailing people entering into savannah from foreign countries were kept a t  a 
hospital until they recovered. There is  a t  least one marked grave and probably 
undiscovered additional archaeological evidence o f  lazaretto located immediately south o 
U.S. highway 8 0  near lazaretto creek. 
Tybee has remnants o f  union and civil war batteries. Early in the civil war, union forces 
fought for control of the Atlantic coastline t o  impede importation of supplies for the 
confederacy. I n  1861, confederate forces abandoned Tybee Island, which was quickly 
occupied by union forces tha t  began making preparations for a siege on confederate- 
held For t  Pulaski. The union constructed eleven batteries along the north shore o f  
Tybee Island and a t  goat point. On April 10 and 11, 1862, the union forces bombarded 
the For t  w i th  such effective results tha t  the confederate forces surrendered after 
th i r ty  hours. 
A unit of the national park service, For t  Pulaski national monument consists o f  over 
5,000 acres on cockspur and Mcqueen islands. This For t  is  immediately adjacent t o  
Tybee Island and is o f  great interest t o  local resident. The entire monument is listed 
on the national register of historic places and contains such significant cultural 
resources as Fort  Pulaski, cockspur island lighthouse, battery Hambright and memorial 
t o  john Wesley. The monument was established by proclamation o f  president Calvin 
Coolidge on October 15, 1924, and transferred t o  the national park service on July 28, 
1933. I t  currently receives over 400,000 visitors per year. For t  Pulaski was built 
between 1829 and 1847, and consists o f  approximately 25 million bricks. On January 3 ,  
1861, the Georgia state militia seized the For t  on orders from governor Joseph E. 
Brown. After Georgia seceded on January 19, 1861, For t  Pulaski was transferred t o  
the confederate states of America. A decisive batt le for control o f  the For t  on April 
10 and 11, 1862, resulted in the defeat of confederate forces holding For t  Pulaski. 
Union forces retained control o f  the fo r t  for the remainder o f  the war. 

Return 

(This dote was copied from the Historic Resources secttan of the Tybcr Island 1992 Master Plan) 
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2000 - 2002 

Mayor Pro Tem 
Walter Crawford 

WEmail Mr. Crawford 

Council Member 
Jason Buelterman 

WEmail Mr.  Bueltgman 

Council Member 
Whitley Reynolds 

WEmaiI Mr. Reynolds 

Council Member 

http://www.cityoftybee.org/departments/ADMIN1STRATION/COUNCIL/counciI member: 12/11/2002 
- 
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-- Bob Thomson Sandy Brewer 

City Manager Administrative Assistant t o  
and City Manaael 

mailto: bthomsonOcityoftybee.org mailto: sbre.w-er'cityof+ 

phone: (866)786-457: 

fax: (866)786-572 

phone: (866)786-4573 x 109 
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Jacquelyn R. Brown has been emplo) 
with the  City since February, 1981. 
of 1989 Jackie was appointed Clerk 
Council by the  Mayor and Council. J 
also the  Personnel Director f o r  t he  

Since her appointment as Clerk, Jackie has obtained her clerk cert i f ic 
through the Carl Vinson InstituteAJniversity of Georgia. They are as 

%?Certified Municipal Clerk, Sept, 91 
%?Certified Finance Officer Level 1, June, 99 
%?Certified Municipal Clerk with the  International Ins t i tu te  o f  Mut 

Clerks, June, 95. 
%?Master Municipal clerk Jan 2000 
%?President GMC/FOC 

Visit the Clerks on the web 

click here: GMCFOA 

Email: jbrownOcityoftybee.org or call 912-786-4573 x 103 

TOP Back 
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Welcome t o  Code Corner 
-- 

The City of Tybee Island Code o f  Ordinances, Land Use 
Element (Building and Zoning) o f  the City Code and the  
Minutes of i t s  City Council Meetings from 1991 t o  date 
are found a t  this location. The code wil l  open in a new 
browser window. Close the new window t o  return t o  the 

Page. 

Code of Ordinances/Lond Development/Minutes 

The City Job Description con be view by clicking on the 
link listed below 

City of Tybee Job Descriptions 
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